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gentlemen who were open to human frailties like themselves, or in
other words, that they had lost their temper. If that was not the case,
they could not understand why those gentlemen should resort to the
use of what he might call such an inartistic instrument as the ' blud-
geon V He proceeded to argue the case on its merits, and after some
opposition, got the Corporation to accept his proposal. The Pioneer,
in commenting on these proceedings in an article headed "Muni-
cipal Hysterics in Bombay," sought to connect the controversy be-
tween the Government and the Municipality, with the agitation
which was then going on in the Parsi community regarding the
Rajabai Tower tragedy, involving the death of two young Parsi
women, and which led to a sensational and long drawn out trial in
the High Court. The newspaper darkly hinted at the mischief doae
by a disturbing Parsi element in the discussions in the Corporation.
One of its Bombay contemporaries remarked on this that such a way
of interpreting events was a little too imaginative for people on this
side of India. Referring to Pherozeshah, it reminded the Allahabad
journal that though one prominent member of the community had
certainly taken an active part in formulating local resistance to
Government demands, he had had no share in the agitation which
the Rajabai Tower Case had set on foot, and had, on the contrary,
deprecated the excitement, which the community had worked itself
into over that tragic incident, about which he held very decided
views opposed to those of his co-religionists.
The committee drafted a strong representation, which was ulti-
mately forwarded to Government. In their reply, the latter com-
plained of the want of respect shown to them, and adhered to the
position they had taken up. When the matter came again befoire the
Corporation in December 1891, the leader of the House, as Pbexaye-
shah was then recognized, in "an able and very exhaustive speech as
long as Paradise Lost, which occupied the whole of the sitting " (as a
newspaper report stated), moved for the appointment of a com-
mittee to draw up an appeal to the Government of India against the
orders of the Bombay Government. He said that in his opinion it
was not straightforward on the part of Government to turn from
being a party into being a judge. Government in effect had saM, *as
we failed to persuade you to do this, here is a 'bludgeon*; so 0tn